
Local Permitting 
Combatting Weaponization of the Process
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The local process is getting harder 
and harder….
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Why Target the Local Process? 

Local/State Permitting Federal Permitting

1. No to low cost 1. Expensive (legal support)
2. Quick timeframe (days/months) 2. Long duration (lawsuits = years)
3. Easy access to decision-makers (public meeting) 3. Multiple court dates /venues
4. Local influence (emotional bias) 4. Little to no local influence
5. Public forum (allows ANY/ALL public input) 5. Subject Matter Expert Witnesses

Hot Topics for Opposition

1. Effect on Neighboring Property Values
2. Fire / Emergency Response
3. Environmental/Contamination/Toxic Substances
4. Interpretation/dispute of local ordinances, setbacks, public notification process
5. Loss of community/aesthetics/cultural & historical value

Strategies for Success

1. Comprehensive review of local and state zoning/development ordinances and
setbacks.

2. Do the homework; go to the site; get to know the community.
3. Engage with local stakeholders early; define sources of potential opposition.
4. Incorporate local ordinance/setback requirements and environmental

constraints early on during the design process.
5. Partner with a local advocate or landowner.
6. Conduct a comprehensive review/comparison of property values in the

surrounding area vs. comparable projects/locations.
7. Use public hearings to control the narrative by being prepared for opposition.
8. Prepare visual simulations.
9. Prepare handouts with references (property values, fire, noise, etc.)
10. Have alternatives/concessions in mind.

Quick Facts
• Approximately 73% of

contested projects between
2010-2021 contested only at
the state or local level2

• Only 25% of wind and 17% of
solar projects contested at
federal level2

• Local zoning/ordinances and
community opposition
comprise 2 of the top 3 leading
causes for wind  and solar
project cancellation3
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