
Introduction 
Chronic wounds affect 6.5 million individuals in the United States, 

contributing significantly to lower limb amputations, with a limb lost to 

diabetes every 20 seconds globally [1, 2]. These wounds impose a 

significant financial burden on the healthcare system [3], particularly 

for uninsured or homeless populations. For example, San Antonio's 

homeless population increased by 7% in 2024, complicating wound 

care management due to limited resources and infrastructure [4, 7]. 

Many medical schools now incorporate street medicine programs to 

address these disparities [5, 8]. The Dream Donation pilot project 

was launched to collect unused wound care supplies from clinics, 

patients, and pharmaceutical representatives for redistribution to 

underserved populations [6].

Approximately $20,000 worth of supplies were collected and $16,000 have been donated to 

organizations such as Corazon Ministries, Seton Home, SAM Ministries, Yanawana Herbolarios, Bexar 

Area Harm Reduction Coalition, and the University of the Incarnate Word's flagship partner clinics.

Our pilot study highlights the significant need for wound care supplies among 

underserved populations and the potential of repurposing unused materials. 

Scaling this initiative through digital platforms, such as an app to connect donors 

with clinics, could enhance accessibility and efficiency. Collaboration with 

organizations like the Amazon Foundation for shipping support may enable 

global outreach.

Healthcare Equity: A Community-Based Pilot Study on Repurposing Wound Care 
Supplies for Underserved Populations"

A significant yet under-acknowledged issue in wound care is the wastage 

of supplies, with surplus materials often discarded after wounds heal. 

Recognizing this, we established a program to repurpose unused 

supplies, addressing two challenges: reducing environmental waste and 

providing essential resources to underserved clinics. Supplies were 

collected from clinics, patients, and pharmaceutical representatives and 

redistributed to facilities serving uninsured and homeless populations.
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Anushka Jain is receiving excess 
wound-care supplies, such as gauze, 
bandage rolls, and ointments. Pictured 
is Anushka Jain and Amanda Burton.

AIMS OF THE STUDY

1. Evaluate the feasibility and usefulness of a pilot study of 
repurposing wasted unused wound supplies in charitable 
organizations 

2. Understanding wound care disparities in San Antonio

3. Explore the need for a large scale project which can help 
wound care patients throughout the world

Anushka Jain is donating wound-care 
supplies, including ostomy bags, to 
Corazon Ministries, a non-profit shelter 
that treats homeless and underserved 
residents for various wound-care 
needs. Pictured is Anushka Jain and 
Andrew Morris.
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Anushka Jain is donating 
wound-care supplies to Medical 
Bridges, a non-profit organization 
that sends supplies to rural areas 
and abroad. Pictured is Anushka 
Jain and Sarah Echandy.
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