
High Risk and Underserved 

Women who inject drugs face significantly 

higher odds of sharing syringes, injecting >5 

times daily, engaging in transactional sex, and 

testing positive for HCV than men. 

Call to Action: Targeted interventions are 

urgently needed to reduce health inequities, 

healthcare and societal costs. 

BACKGROUND
• Women who inject drugs (WWID) face higher 

risks of injection-related infections, infectious 
diseases, and physical/sexual violence than men.

• WWID also experience reproductive health 
challenges and unintended pregnancies, leading 
to intergenerational societal impacts through 
prenatal drug exposure. These compounded risks 
increase demands on healthcare and social 
services. 

• Yet, addiction research and harm reduction 
programs often overlook the needs of WWID. 

• This study provides critical gender-specific data 
from Florida’s first legal syringe service program 
(SSP) to inform targeted harm reduction 
strategies.

METHODS
• Study Design: Cross-sectional analysis of SSP 

data (2016-2022) of sociodemographics, 
injection/sexual patterns, and HIV/HCV status.

• Analysis: Chi-square tests and logistic regression 
adjusting for key demographics (SAS 9.4).

RESULTS
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Demographics for women (n = 432) and men (n = 1228)      
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Injection drug patterns for women (n = 432) and men (n = 1228) in 
the past 30 days 
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