Hispanic Parents’ Beliefs and Perceptions Regarding Fluoridated Tap Water
Brzyska K, Tiwarli T, Ramos-Gomez F, Ansari G

1) UCLA School of Dentistry Section of Pediatric Dentistry UCLA e Of.
2) Division of General Internal Medicine and Health Services Research DentlStl'y

Introduction Qualitative data was collected through individual This suggests a need for further initiative to be taken by
community leaders and health professionals to promote

Interviews with parents and further analyzed using

Water fluoridation is a result of public health’s basic statistics. health education.

directive to provide population-focused means of -

reducing risk of dental caries disease. Since water .
fluoridation is a pOpU|atiOﬂ focused appl’OaCh, the Table 1: Association between parent factors and type of water (tap/bottled water) o {/ I;“MMT,NDS N | Eé“wf
halo effect benefits individuals who do not elect not | e 1 “\) M i ®
to use fluoridated water as their primary drinking o et Koo 0370 P value \ T e L
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populations elect to not drink tap water or give It to | N T o,
their children; instead, some parents demonstrate a [N the survey, 45% of parents disclosed the U R o
oreference to bottled water. This case studies the exclusive use of bottled water for their c_hllc_alren, I CO « v
parental beliefs and perceptions about the quality and 29% had used tap water. In the qualitative

of tap water and their decision to not to give Interviews, 69% of parents showed preference of Participating Not partiipating
fluoridated tap water to their children. bottled water use at home, and 31% of the parents Map of participating states in community water fluoridation as

claimed that their children preferred to drink local provided by the CDC.

Purpose: To evaluate Hispanic parents' perceptions t@p water. In the quantitative analysis, parents Rof
and beliefs about fluoridated tap water and its whose children drank tap water had high oral ererences
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