
Patient Factors Affecting Rate of Dental Follow-up After Oral Antibiotics

Results

• Conservative use of antibiotics is recommended in the 

pediatric dental population1. 

• Oral antibiotics should not be administered in place of 

definitive treatment, in the absence of systemic infection. 

• After oral antibiotics are prescribed, follow-up care is 
indicated.

• Currently, there is a lack of literature on rate of follow-up 

treatments after administration of oral antibiotics for 

dental reasons.

Objectives

• Investigate the rate of follow-up visits for definitive dental 

treatment after a course of antibiotics is prescribed.

• Determine if there is a relationship between the rate of 

follow-up and patient-specific characteristics.

Introduction

Methods

This retrospective study is a comprehensive chart review 

including patients 0 to 22 years old who presented to Boston 

Medical Center from October 2018 to June 2023 for a dental 

reason and were prescribed antibiotics. Variables collected 

include gender, race, insurance, THRIVE assessment, 
special healthcare needs, and whether a primary or 

permanent tooth was affected. 

Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the study 

population (n=81) 

Figure 1. Follow-up modalities post-antibiotics 

Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the study population    

(n=81) 

Table 2. Comparative rates of follow-up by age, affected 

dentition, THRIVE risk, and medical history

Conclusions

• Our findings do not suggest any statistically significant 

relationships between rate of follow-up after antibiotics 

and patient-specific factors.

• Clinicians should be aware of possible loss to follow-up 

when prescribing oral antibiotics in the setting of acute 
pulpitis.

Statistical analyses were performed using Chi-square test with Yates correct ion. 
Fisher’s exact test was used for statistical analysis of the “Affected dentition” data. 

P-values were tested against a significance level of 0.05.
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*THRIVE is a risk assessment used at Boston Medical Center, and contains 
questions pertaining to housing, food security, transportation, and other social 

determinants 
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