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STUDY OBJECTIVE Overall, 118 (45%) used lasers, 146 (55%) did not. 63 (24%) used for

soft tissue, 4 (2%) for hard and 51 (19%) for both (Fig. 2). 79 (30%) Due to the low response rate, these findings should be
said that lasers did not shorten appointments; 65 (25%) lasers did interpreted with caution. Further large-scale studies are

not improve Frankl scores. warranted to more definitively assess the clinical and
behavioral benefits of laser use in pediatric dentistry.

To evaluate the prevalence of laser usage among
pediatric dentists, identify the types of procedures
performed with lasers, and assess the perceived
Impact on appointment duration and patient behavior.

For those in private practice, (h=164), 93 used lasers. There was no

association between years in practice and laser use (X¢ = 2.78;
METHODS p=.249) (Fig. 3). 18 of those who used lasers said that cost was a

deterrent. Other comments included: maintenance costs, lack of
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