Patient-Reported Information Gaps Regarding HPV-Mediated
Oropharyngeal Cancer in a Rural State

L College of
!I-!@ Medicine

Patrick Bidros®, Clayton Bobo?, Anthony Mahairas? and Melina Windon?43 Otolaryngology - Head and
'"University of Kentucky College of Medicine, Lexington, KY, 40509 Neck Surgery
2University of Kentucky College of Medicine, Department of Otolaryngology, Lexington, KY 40509

SMarkey Cancer Center, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY

Role of Physicians in Discussion of HPV+OPSCC
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> In KentUCky’ 57% of adolescents between the ages of 13 Figure 1: Most participants report no anxiety at all about transmission of HPV, but do not have a strong inclination of where their HPV came from ”

and 17 have received the HPV vaccine, reflecting one of ’

the lowest vaccination rates in the country.3 Anxiety at the Time of Diagnosis :

Anxious about the Diagnosis of Cancer? Anxious about Diagnosis of HPV? . 0 ﬁ
» Work toward the beginning of the understanding of HPV as . 2 ) = . . o e
. 18 Figure 5: Again, around half of participants feel that physicians effectively explain the long-term

a distinct etiologic agent showed h|gh anxiety and . effects, but the emotional effects are not completely explained with 26% reporting no explanation

significant knowledg§ gaps regarding both HPV and cancer N . » Participants (81%) continue to rate medical professionals, including
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Figure 2: 73% of participants strongly agreed that they were anxious about the diagnosis of cancer, yet only 23% strongly agreed that they were

anxious about the diagnosis of HPV o _ _ _
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» The most common thread of questions found in the interviews
included: “What is HPV”, "What caused it”, "treatment side effects” and
“cure rates of HPV+OPSCC”
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» Participants diagnosed with HPV+OPSCC between 6/2021
— 12/2023 and treated at the NCI-Designated Markey
Cancer Center in Lexington, KY were contacted by
telephone o
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CONCLUSIONS
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» Knowledge gaps regarding HPV+OPSCC persist among present-day
survivors.
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» Compared with prior work performed in a metropolitan population a
decade ago, patients were more anxious about cancer and relatively

» Participants were asked to recall what questions they had : I I
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at the time of diagnOSiS Figure 3: 75% of participants recalled being told about HPV as a causative agent of their cancer and 68% believed it was the main cause less anxious about HPV diagnosis and transmission. Participants
_ continue to heavily rate providers, but less positively rate the internet
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